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Articles of Interest



Population based study, Geneva Switzerland 
Sero-prevalence weekly, for 5 weeks
Randomly selected participants from a previous population based survey
1300 invited to participate per week
Commercial ELISA detecting IgG, sensitivity of 93% and a specificity of 
100%
Statistical methods adjusted for test performance
2766 participants included, 52% women
Compared with the population of Geneva

over-representation of 50–64-year-olds 
under-representation of people older than 80 years
more individuals with tertiary education (795 [59·6%] of 1334 vs
39%) 
fewer non-Swiss nationals (314 [23·5%] of 1334 vs 41%)



Estimated that for every reported 
confirmed case there were 11.6 infections 
in the community
Lower infection rate below 10 y, above 65 y
immunological, social? 

Limitations:
ELISA validated in adults  only
Potential for selection bias



Regional differences in mortality rate in Italy
Investigated whether there was epidemiological association with 
influenza vaccine  uptake
Performed simple linear regression of the relationship between 
proportion of adults above 65 years vaccinated
Acknowledge substantial potential for confounding



New York
Orthopaedic referral hospital for emergencies during 
surge
Universal covid-19 testing from April
These results during 3 weeks following peak infections in 
NY
12/99 positive (7 asymptomatic)
Highlight the importance of decisions to operate on 
Covid-19 positive patients, even if asymptomatic
17% mortality and 29% ICU admission
They recommend delaying elective surgery in positive 
cases
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